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CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0850 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, GB, EK 

SUB J : EQUATORIAL GUINEA-GAB ON BORDER INCIDENTS 

1. SUMMARY. EQUATORIAL GUINEAN TROOPS HAVE OCCUPIED 
SMALL STRIP OF GABONESE TERRITORY IN EXTREME NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF COUNTRY. DIPLOMATIC ATTEMPTS GET PULLBACK 
HAVE SO FAR FAILED. GABONESE HAVE MOVED TROOPS INTO 
AREA. BONGO HAS MADE GIRD-YOUR-LOINS SPEECH TO GABONESE 
OFFICER CORPS BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO EXCHANGE OF FIRE. 
LIBREVILLE ABSOLUTELY CALM WITH SOME VERY MINOR TROOP 
MOVEMENTS OBSERVED. END SUMMARY. 

2. FROM FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE AND FROM FRENCH AND 
NIGERIAN COUNSELORS, WE HAVE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON 
RECENT MOVEMENT OF EQUATORIAL GUINEAN TROOPS INTO 
GABONESE TERRITORY. ABOUT WEEK AGO, ELEMENTS OF 
EQUATORIAL GUINEAN "GUARDIA CIVILIA” (ESTIMATED ONE OR 
TWO COMPANIES) CROSSED GABONESE BORDER NEAR EBEBEYIN 
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AND TOOK UP POSITIONS ALONG WEST BANK OF RIVER KYE. 
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GABONESE CIVIL ADMINISTRATORS FROM OYEM VISITED SITE 
TO OBTAIN PULLBACK BUT WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE BY EQUATORIAL 
GUINEANS. GABONESE LOCAL GENDARMARIES THEN MADE 
RETALIATORY INCURSION INTO EQUATORIAL GUINEAN TERRITORY 
RETURNING WITH 30 HOSTAGES. THROUGH INTERVENTION OF 
MFA'S. HOSTAGES RELEASED BY BOTH SIDES AND EQUATORIAL 
GUINEANS AGREED WITHDRAW. 

3. BY JULY 3 EQUATORIAL GUINEANS HAD STILL NOT PULLED 

BACK. GABONESE THEN REINFORCED GENDARMES ALONG EAST BANK 
OF KYE AND SENT REGULAR ARMY CONTINGENT (ESTIMATED ONE 
COMPANY OF PARACHUTISTS) TO STAND BY IN BITAM. ALL 
GABONESE FORCES ARE UNDER DIRECT COMMAND OF PRESIDENT 
BONGO WITH STRICT INSTRUCTIONS DO NOTHING WITHOUT HIS 
PERSONAL ORDER. GABONESE PROP-DRIVEN TRAINER/FIGHTERS 
SEEN MAKING NUMBEROUS SORTIES ALONG COAST NEAR LIBREVILLE 
JULY 3. 

4. DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS SOLVE IMPASSEREPORTEDLY CONTINUE 
BUT SO FAR WITHOUT SUCCESS. JULY 3 BONGO, ATTIRED IN 

AIR FORCE GENERAL S UNIFORM. SPOKE AT RECENTLY INAUGURATED 
CAMP JOSEPHINE BONGO TO ASSEMBLED ARMED FORCES OFFICERS 
AND TO RECENTLY FORMED WOMEN'S ARMY AUXILLARY CORPS. 
INNOCUOUS EXCERPTS OF BONGO S SPEECH CARRIED IN LOCAL 
MEDIA, BUT WE UNDERSTAND FROM FRENCH AND NOTE IN AFP 
DISPATCHES THAT WITHOUT MENTIONING EQUATORIAL GUINEA BY 
NAME, BONGO REFERRED TO NEED TO "DEFEND OURSELVES WITH 
ENERGY AND BY THE MEANS AVAILABLE TO US," AND MADE OTHER 
CRITICAL REMARKS ABOUT THOSE WHO WOULD DISTURB THE PEACE 
IN AFRICA. REMAINDER OF SPEECH WAS CLASSIC CALL FOR 
LOYALTY OF ARMED FORCES. 

5. SO FAR WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF SHOOTING BUT EARLY 
MORNING OF JULY 5 WE HAD UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT FOUR 
AIR GABON TRANSPORT PLANES AT LIBREVILLE AIRPORT HAD BEEN 
SABOTAGED. WE ALSO OBSERVED TRUCKS CARRY BARBED WIRE 
AND GABONESE PARACHUTISTS ENTERING MILITARY END OF 
LIBREVILLE AIRPORT. UNCLEAR WHETHER WIRE DESTINED FOR 
NORTH OR FOR SECURITY OF AIRPORT. OTHERWISE LIBREVILLE 
ABSOLUTELY CALM. 
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6. FRENCH VISIBLY UNCOMFORTABLE IN PRESENT CRISIS. LAST 
THING THEY WANT IS FOR GABONESE TO INVOKE MUTUAL DEFENSE 
AGREEMENT. FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE JUDGES GABONESE 
WOULD ALSO BE NO MATCH FOR EQUATORIAL GUINEANS IF SHOOTING 
STARTED. LATTER ARE HEAVILY ENCADRED BY CUBANS AND CAN 
CALL UPON PARA-MILITARY YOUTH DETACHMENTS IN ADDITION. 
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7. COMMENT. SPECULATION IS RIFE AS TO WHY MACIAS HAS 
PROVOKED BORDER INCIDENT. FRENCH SEE MOVE AS SIMPLE 
RETALIATION FOR GABONESE OCCUPATION OF M'BAGNE ISLAND 
WITH ADDED PAROCHIAL MOTIVE OF HARVESTING BANANAS AND MANIOC 
FROM RICH AREA ALONG KYE RIVER. WHILE ACCEPTING FOREGOING WE 
DO NOT EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY MACIAS ALSO FLEXING MUSCLES 
AND USING BORDER CRISIS AS MEANS TO ISSUE CALL FOR NATIONAL 
UNITY AND GENERALLY TIGHTEN GRIP ON COUNTRY. WOULD 
APPRECIATE ADDRESSEES COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE MACIAS MOTIVES. 

MCKESSON 
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